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McDonald Cross Country is one of the best D3 running schools 
in the state.  All teams train to be the best they can.  Ohio has 
great competition and they have to match the aggression and 
determination that other teams have.  Runners leading the 
charge for their teams are Brody Rupe, Connor Symbolic, and 
Ethan Domitrovich for the boys. For the girls, Anna 
Guerra,  Sela Jones, and Bella Wolford. Junior high 
teams are led by Carson Klase and Lilly Cappuzzello. 

The runners have competed in many races already including our own Billy 
Goat course, Maplewood, and Tiffin. The runners in all are placing great individually 
and as a team. At Billy Goat, the boys team placed 2nd, the girls team placed 5th, and 
both jr. high teams placed 6th, which was a great start to the season and it was 
exciting to see things moving well for the team so early. 

Varsity boys have been showing their presence by placing high in all races 
including 1st place at the Maplewood and Tiffin meets. The girls are doing awesome 
with a 2nd place at Maplewood, and 5th at Tiffin. The jr. high got 3rd and girls got 2nd 
at Maplewood. 

When asked about the season, varsity runner 
Ethan Domitrovich said, "This season has been a lot 
of fun so far. I'm happy to be able to train and race 
with my teammates again on a regular basis." 
Domitrovich believes the team has had a lot of 
success this year including wins at The Tiffin Cross 
Country Carnival and the Boardman Spartan 
Invitational because team chemistry is great right 
now and we are all looking forward to the rest of 
the season.

 Varsity girls runner Sela Jones agreed, "My 
season is going good. Even though not every meet 
went how I was hoping, I'm still having a lot of fun 
with my teammates." Jones added, "We started off 
rough but we have been working hard and have 
been seeing improvements."  

For all four teams it is looking like it 's going to 
be an incredible season for our cross teams. I hope 
to see more great news about all four teams, and 
hope the good energy keeps moving.

McDonald High School
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A New Way of Learning By: Hannah Wer le
This year the English department has a new curriculum for students in grades 7-12. 
McGraw Hill's StudySync helps bring issues of today and tie them into Ohio's English 
standards. The English curriculum is designed to help teachers approach their 
lessons in a different and more technological way.  

When asked if there was a large difference, Ms. McGee, who teaches seventh and 
ninth grade English, said, "There is a huge difference between the old and new 
curriculum. Whatever we were using before was mainly teacher-created. With 
StudySync, everyone is using the same program, assessments, etc. The ELA 
department as a whole is more cohesive and on the same page in regards to 
content." Right now, our English teachers are working together and doing their best 
to set up StudySync and adjust the students to a new way of learning.

StudySync has new tools like the ones seen on a state test and delivers the information in ways that we've never 
had before. Tenth grader Calen O'Connell said, "The new curriculum is a lot different and more hands on than what we have 
been doing in the past."   The lessons are both online and in a textbook, so students of all learning types can understand 
the lessons.  Cheyenne Harris, a 12th  grade student, remarked that she liked that it was both online and in a book, because 
if she forgot her book, she can look at the lesson online as well.

Leah Scala, who is in Advanced English 10 added, 
"I think that this new curriculum will help make me more 
of a critical thinker, and hopefully a better writer. It will 
really be a test of my skills." I think we are all excited to 
see how StudySync will help improve the way students 
learn.

Screenshot  of  St udySync 
assignm ent s page, t hat  let s 
st udent s look  at  what 's due.

Screenshot  of  a 
hom ework  
assignm ent  t hat  
allows st udent s t o 
use split  screen, 
annot at ion, and 
ot her  feat ures.

Bonjour ! Hola!
By: Theresa Great house

French teacher Mrs. Evans is starting a French Club this year to create 
camaraderie among French students and increase awareness while having fun 
and still promoting the French language. Meetings will be held when needed for 
festivities and parties. When asked about her goal teaching she said, "I want 
students to enjoy the experience and make sure they are having fun learning the 
language."

French Club

Spanish teacher Senora Ronghi,  started Spanish Club because of the cultural things she can't teach in her 
classroom due to having a consistently large class and expects students to learn while enjoying and gaining 
some experience.

Meetings will be once a month and their first one was last Friday. When asked about her goal teaching 
she said, " to open up every student 's world."

12th grader and Spanish 4 student Haya Farhan said she liked the different and unique culture because it 
shows there is more to life outside of the village. She added, "It 's useful and definitely an eye opener, full of color 
and interesting things. I'd recommend learning a litt le about culture."

Spanish Club
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Mrs. Evans- - Outstanding Staff By: Hannah Wer le

For the  second year in a row, Mrs. Evans is our outstanding staff member. Mrs.  Evans has been 
teaching  for  sixteen years.  She started in a long-term substitute position at Poland High School, then 
she taught fourteen years at Hubbard before coming to McDonald.  Mrs. Evans teaches French I, French 
II, Foreign Culture, and Foreign Films. Mrs. Evans chose to come to McDonald to teach because she  
believes that it is more helpful to students when class sizes are smaller, she knew it was a good district, 
and she really wanted to start a new program in an area where she lives.

When asked why she chose to learn French, she said, ?Well, it?s an unlikely choice for me because 
I?m Italian, but my French teacher really made it an appealing language for me...?  Mrs. Evans credits 
her high school French teacher and  her college French professors for making her love French and 

want to become a French teacher.  She said that having French professors with  
different backgrounds gave her many perspectives on how to become a French 
teacher.  

Mrs. Evans says that it is hard for her to choose her favorite class to teach, but 
she would have to say French. She said,  ?I mean I can?t choose between culture and language because 
it would be like choosing my favorite between my two children. But I would say French because I can 
teach cultures and language at the same time.?  When asked what her favorite part of teaching  is, she 
said, "The kids. That?s easy, the kids. It allows you to be a kid.? This just goes to show how much Mrs. 

Evans cares about her students and how much she loves teaching.

Mrs. Evans helps a French 
II st udent  w it h project .

Mrs. Evans 
st anding in f ront  
of  a board in her  
classroom .

This year has big changes for the marching band. Everyone knows about McDonald's 
marching band whether you are a part of it, or only there for the football. They are the ones 
that play the exciting music heard during halftime while the football team prepares for the 
last two quarters, or celebrates one of their many touchdowns with McDonald's fight song.

Last season set a high bar with a rock band and stage playing along with the other 
marchers. In previous years, Mr. Anthony did his best to make the marching band 
season the best it could, but last year announced his switch to the elementary 
school up the road. This left a spot in our fine arts program, but luckily, the position 
was filled over the summer with Miss Baker.

   Previously, Miss Baker worked in the Mathews school district for two years before being hired. She chose McDonald 
because of its small size, which allows her to get to know her students on more than a name basis. She already finds the 
band great and energetic. Her transition into the school has been easy with the help of Mr. Anthony who was very 
informative as to the music he used and any questions Miss Baker has had throughout the whole process.

   As for the season so far, the marching band has stayed together and adapted to the new management well. From the 
three band nights and the four football games, the marching band has shown it can still perform well despite the change 
with their halftime line-up of "Confident" by Demi Lovato, "Kickstart My Heart" by Motley Crue, and "Take On Me" by A-HA. 
Their transition songs include "All of the Lights" by Kanye West ft. Rihanna and Kid Cudi and "Paradise City" by Guns N' 
Roses. 

Senior Alyssa Strange, voiced her thoughts in this positive change, "Considering how crazy we are, she's doing an 
amazing job." As for the upcoming Halloween show, Miss Baker believes the band can do big things, "I'm looking to bring 
back a tradition of the McDonald marching band from past years. 'Thriller ', as well as some other spooky, familiar 
Halloween tunes that the crowd will enjoy are things to look forward to."

   We thank Mr. Anthony for his commitment to the marching band and other musical fine arts and welcome Miss Baker to 
our high school.

The Marching Band's New Look By: Elle Airhart

The marching band huddle up for the 
first home game senior speech.
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September - October  Events
Foot ball

September 27- Home w/Western Reserve @ 
7:00 p.m.

September 3- against Waterloo at 
Marlington High School @ 7:00 p.m.

 Volleyball
September 24- Home w/Waterloo @ 
5:00 p.m.

September 26- Away, against 
Springfield  @ 5:00 p.m.

October 1- Home w/Jackson Milton @ 
5:00 p.m.

October 3-  Home w/Mineral Ridge @ 
5:00 p.m.

October 5- Away, against Leetonia @ 
5:00 p.m.

Cross Count ry
- September 25- Away, against 

Canfield @ 4:30 p.m.
- October 1- Home @ 4:30 p.m.
- October 5- At Trumble Co. Fair 

@ 10:00 a.m.

Celeb Bir t hdays
September 28- Hilary Duff

October 2- Jacob Sartorius

October 4- Alicia Siliverstone

October 6- Roshon Fegan

October 7- Simon Cowell

Tennis
- September 23- Away , 

against Lordstown @ 4:00 
p.m.

- September 25- Away, 
against Harding @4:00 p.m.

- September  26- Away, 

By: Theresa Great house

Golf
September 25- Sectionals

Editor ial- Happy School Year
By: Cailey Tit us

School is back and that means a new year for you. There are a bunch of new things you can do 
this year. Girls Volleyball just became a sport and, even though it 's a litt le too late to do it this 
year, it 's always good to start looking into that if you are interested. We also have French Club 
starting up this year. If you are in French 1 or 2, look into doing that for this year or talk to Mrs. 
Evans. 

 We not only have new activities but we also have a new staff member. Miss Baker has stepped 
into the spot of Band Director and music teacher.

 If you are looking for new clubs or activities to fill in your free time this year go down to the 
office and ask some questions. Doing more activities in high school looks great on your college 
applications and when you get a job. Think about your future in the present. Go get involved 
this year!
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What Gr inds My Gears
Hallway Traf f ic Jam s

By: Elle Airhar t
Hello, and welcome to What Grinds My Gears, or as I like to say, my 

Ted Talk. In this issue, the topic that will be covered is hallway traffic jams. 
That 's right. You thought only big cities with hundreds of cars had these, 
but even tiny McDonald High School does, because people do not know 
how to walk!

Hallways are simple. You stick to the right of the hallway and walk. It is extremely easy, like I 
said. It is YOUR right no matter what direction you are walking in. The flow does not change. It is an 
easy system to follow.

Everyone is at fault for this. We all do it and even I can admit to doing it once or twice, but these 
jams only make our student lives harder. It slows everything down, making everyone late for our 
important classes. Junior High: walk on the right side of the hall, follow the traffic flow, and wait until it 
is clear when you want to turn down a different hallway to your class.

Three minutes is a lot more time than you think. Older students in higher grades, this applies to 
you guys too. There is a working flow in walking. It is not hard. Everyone will get where they need to 
go even faster if we all wait our turn.

And that 's all folks!

Back To School Survival Kit
By: Elle Airhar t

1. Several Packs of Pencils - The pen is always mightier than the sword.
2. Caffeine - It is a holy thing that will get you through your sleepy first 

period.

3. Binders - You will use these to organize your life.

4. Highlighters - You need these to highlight the important notes that you 

probably won?t remember later.

5. Hall Pass - Keep this in your back pocket at all t imes in case you ever need to escape a difficult 

class.

6. Textbooks -  Everyone knows these. They are the concrete blocks you will lug around for the rest of 

the school year.

7. Friends in High Places - Your quiet upperclassman that sits next to you in study hall to help you 

with your confusing algebra homework.

8. A Map of the School - To reference Fred and George Weasley, this is the Marauder 's Map of our 

universe.

9. Headphones - It is the device that will blast the music that will be your paradise during your boring 

homework.

10.   Yourself -  You need to be here!

Everybody needs a Back-To-School list. However, this list is 
slightly different. For the people who need to survive this year, I have 
you covered.
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People on t he St reet
What 's your  favor it e fast  food?

Why?

Junior

Anika Jividen

"Steak and Shake because 
I really like their milkshakes 
and chicken tenders. They 

have low prices."

Senior

Gavin Mckinstry

"Hot Head Burritos 
because their sweet 
teriyaki sauce is the 

best."

Senior 

Greg Meadors

"Sheetz because they 
have a great variety of 
food to choose from."

Senior 
Kolton 

WIlliams

"Wendy?s because they 
have the best frosty?s and 

fries. Their jr bacon 
cheeseburger is also 

the best."

By: Chris Street

Junk in the 
Trunk 

By: Theresa Great house

- Sound system
- Clothes
- Tool box
- iPad
- Shoes

What 's in t he 
Trunk?

How did t hese get  here?
- The sound system is there 

because I like having good, 
loud music

- Clothes are there from work
- Tool box is there also because 

of work
- The iPad I just found 

underneath the clothes
- Shoes are also for work after I 

get out of school

Why are t hey st i l l  t here?
- The speakers are still there 

because it took a year to get 
them the way I want them

- The clothes are still there 
because it 's not laundry day 

- The tool box comes in and 
out of the trunk every day for 
work

- The iPad I just now found. It 's 
a miracle, now I can use it for 
school

- The shoes are still there 
because I need them for work 
everyday

Cor rado Ter ranova's Trunk
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Junior/Senior Spotlight
by: Chris Street

     
Mackenzie Sambroak

Jr High Volleyball

How is your  season going so 
far  ?

"Extremely well. The team is 
working really hard, and we 
have won most of our games"

Is t h is how  you expect ed t he season t o go?

"I expected the volleyball team to do well... our game 
score record is a bit better than I had originally thought   
it would be."

Are you happy w it h how t he season is going?
"Yes. Aside from our great performance at our games,  
I?m becoming closer with the rest of the team and    
having so much fun."

How do you see t he season ending?
"I think we?ll continue to improve and succeed  
throughout the rest of the season."

Wyatt Wolford

Jr High Cross Country

How is your  season going 
so far?
"Good. The team is putting in 
a lot of work"

Is t h is how  you expect ed 

your  season t o go? "No I expected us to be iffy but 
everyone has been surprising me with how good 
they are and it really shows how a team can improve 
so much."

Are you happy w it h how t he season is going?  
"Yes I am very happy with how the season is going, 
everyone has been working very hard to get where 
we are now."

How do you see t he season ending?

"I see the season ending with us winning the JR High 
championship over Maplewood."

Sophie  Klase 

Varsity Cross Country

How is your  season 
going so far? "So far my 
season has been good 
and bad.  I?m not currently 
running the times I want 
to be, but I am having 
tons of fun with my team.

Is t h is how  you expect ed your  season t o go? "I did 
not expect my season to get off to a slow start but 
I?m hopeful that it?ll turn out better."

Are you happy w it h how t he season is going? "I?m 
not thrilled, but it could always be worse! My 
teammates and I have been working really hard to 
improve our times."

How do you see t he season ending? "I see the 
team coming together and doing great things toward 
the end of the season and into the postseason.  Our 
motto this year is ?start strong finish stronger? and I 
believe that we will do just that.

Nate Gilligan

Varsity Football

How is your  season going so 
far? "It?s going good. I love my 
team, and we never fail to have 
fun."

Is t h is how  you expect ed your
season t o go? "There are many things we wish 
to improve on, and I do expect us to get back 
on track."

Are you happy w it h how  t he season is 
going? "With one loss so far, I?m not pleased, 
but I?m optimistic for the rest of the season."

How do you see t he season ending?                   

"I see us ending the season on a winning note, 
and preparing for the playoffs."
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Backpage Pics
By: Hannah Werle

Phot o Credit : Nikolina Drobnajak
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